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FISHING AND BOATING
Fishing and boating allows families and friends to spend time together 
in the outdoors, improves physical and mental health and allows people 
to connect with nature.

That’s why Labor has a plan to get more people fishing and make  
boating better, cheaper and easier for all Victorians.

If re-elected, we will make an unprecedented investment in fishing 
and boating.

We’ll spend over $27 million on fishing and quarantine every cent of 
licensing and registration fees for boating safety and facilities. This 
means that every dollar collected from boat licence and registration 
fees is spent on improving facilities and safety for boaters, and abolish 
boat ramp parking and launching fees.
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BOATING
A re-elected Andrews Labor Government  
will embark on the biggest reforms to the  
way that boating infrastructure is managed  
that Victoria has ever seen. We will fix  
our boat ramps, abolish all boat ramp  
parking and launching fees, and reform boat  
ramp management in Port Phillip Bay  
and Westernport. 

And so that we are never in a position where 
our boat ramps and boating infrastructure 
are left in a state of disrepair again, Labor  
will review the management of boating  
infrastructure in Port Phillip Bay and  
Westernport.

This work will be done in direct consultation 
with recreational fishing and boating  
stakeholders, with a view to establishing a  
dedicated boating infrastructure authority. 

•

•

•

allocate all the proceeds of collected boat 
licence and registration fees to improving  
facilities and safety for the boating  
community

establish the Better Boating Fund to  
facilitate urgent boat ramp upgrades and 
continual maintenance for Victoria’s boating  
infrastructure

abolish boat ramp parking and launching 
fees at Victorian boat ramps

If re-elected we will:
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FISHING
In 2014 we said we would grow participation in 
recreational fishing to one million anglers by 
2020, and we are well on track. 

We have ended net fishing in Corio Bay,  
removed most net fishing from Port Phillip 
Bay, increased fish stocking to 6 million fish a 
year, boosted facilities, opened up new fishing 
spots, and supported fishing clubs right around 
Victoria.

A re-elected Labor Government will build 
on these initiatives with another massive  
investment to support recreational fishing: 

•

•

•

•

grow fish stocking to a record 10 million a 
year by 2022, providing more fish to catch for 
Victorian families

provide $7 million for a new native fish  
hatchery in Shepparton

end commercial netting in the Gippsland 
Lakes with a compulsory buy-out of the 
last remaining licences, returning the lakes  
system for recreational fishing and boosting 
local tourism and jobs

guarantee access to fishing and camping on 
crown land that has grazing licenses and river 
frontage

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

protect recreational fishing of Southern  
Bluefin Tuna from Federal Liberal Government 
cuts and invest $2.5 million into improving  
fish habitat in Port Phillip Bay, with reef  
development

guarantee access for non-powered craft 
and small craft with electric motors to more  
waterways including Tullaroop, Lauriston, 
Hepburn, Barkers Creek, Upper Coliban and 
Malmsbury reservoirs

invest in fishing infrastructure providing 
more fish cleaning tables and more fishing  
platforms

introduce a Fishing for All Program promote 
fishing among groups with low participation

allow recreational fishers to get recreational 
fishing number plates for their cars and 
trailers 

develop a Recreational Fishing Tourism Plan 
to boost regional jobs with a focus on events, 
and marketing regions and towns with  
specific species

$1.5 million for a new on-water café on  
Bullock Island in partnership with the Lakes 
Entrance Fishermen’s Co-Operative Society.


